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ABSTRACT

This study aims to determine the contribution of learning attitudes and learning
motivation towards Writing Skills in Exposition Essay of Class XI Students of State
Vocational High School 1 in Full 2015/2016 Academic Year. This research is a type of
correlational research. The population in this study were all students of class X1 of SMK
Country 1 Batipuh which amounted to 187 students by taking samples from members of
the population obtained a sample of 65 students. The instruments of this study were
questionnaires and performance tests. The results of the validity test of the student
learning attitude questionnaire obtained 30 items that were declared valid from 28 items
tested. The results of the reliability test obtained a value of r_11 of 0.926, it was
concluded that the research instruments used were reliable / reliable. While the learning
motivation of the results of the validity test of student learning motivation questionnaire
obtained 35 items that were declared valid. The results of the reliability test obtained a
value of r_11 of 0.973, it was concluded that the research instruments used were reliable
/ reliable. The technique of analyzing research data using the Kolmogorov-Smirnov test,
multiple correlation test, t test, F test, and determinant coefficient formula. The results
of this study are as follows. (1) The attitude of learning contributes to the skill of
writing exposition discourse by 10.0%. (2) Motivation to learn contributes to the skill of
writing exposition discourse of 14.2%. (3) Learning attitudes and learning motivation
together contribute to the skill of writing exposition discourse of 20.5%, in the
description of reading habits including more than adequate categories and student
learning motivation including more than adequate categories. Conclusions of this study
(1) Learning attitudes contribute and a significant positive relationship to exposition
discourse writing skills, (2) learning motivation contributes and a significant positive
relationship to exposition discourse writing skills, and (3) reading habits and learning
motivation together -sama contributes and has a significant relationship to the skills of
writing exposition discourse.
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INTRODUCTION

Indonesian language learning aims to make students skilled in communication
both verbally and in writing. Indonesian language learning, provides knowledge on how
to use Indonesian in a precise, creative and meaningful way. Through learning
Indonesian, students learn to behave and interact using language. With learning
Indonesian, students are expected to be able to make language a tool to acquire and
convey knowledge.

Writing skills is one of the basic competencies of Indonesian language subjects
contained in the Education Unit Level Curriculum (KTSP) in Vocational High Schools
(SMK). Basic competencies related to writing skills in the Vocational curriculum, one
of which is in class XI, namely "writing discourse narration, description, exposition, and
argumentation”. This basic competency is described in several indicators consisting of:
(1) writing an event in the form of a chronological narrative, (2) describing images,
charts, tables, graphs, diagrams, matrices of 150-200 words, (3) making expositions
from an event, and (4) arrange an argument with the aim of convincing the reader of an
event.

The low skill of students in writing exposition essays is assumed to be
influenced by several factors, including attitudes and student learning motivation
towards exposition writing learning. A person's attitude towards something will be
shown through behavior. Student learning attitudes in learning will be seen based on
students' behavior in learning and their responses to learning. Students who are positive
towards and open to receiving learning will give encouragement to students to achieve
success. A positive attitude will form a good relationship between students and
educators, thus facilitating the learning process. on the contrary a negative attitude

towards learning will have a bad impact on student learning outcomes.

METHOD

This study uses a quantitative method with a type of correlational research to see
the contribution of learning attitudes and learning motivation to the writing skills of

exposition essays of class XI students of SMK Negeri 1 Batipuh 2015/2016 Academic
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Year. The population in this study were grade XI students of SMK Negeri 1 Batipuh,
amounting to 182 people spread into 8 classes. Sampling using simple random sampling
technique from a population of 187 people with an estimated error rate of 10% the
number of samples is 65 people. Data collection is done by testing the validity of
learning attitude questionnaires and student motivation. The data analysis technique of
this study will be processed using correlation and regression techniques with the help of

the SPSS version 20 program.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The results of the validity test of the student learning attitude questionnaire
obtained 30 items that were declared valid from 28 items tested. The results of the
reliability test obtained a value of r_11 of 0,926, it was concluded that the research
instruments used were reliable / reliable. While the learning motivation of the results of
the validity test of student learning motivation questionnaire obtained 35 items that
were declared valid. The results of the reliability test obtained a value of r_11 of 0,973,
it was concluded that the research instruments used were reliable / reliable.

The results of this study are as follows. (1) The attitude of learning contributes
to the skill of writing exposition discourse by 10,0%. (2) Motivation to learn contributes
to the skill of writing exposition discourse of 14,2%. (3) Learning attitudes and learning
motivation together contribute to the skill of writing exposition discourse of 20,5%, in
the description of reading habits including more than adequate categories and student
learning motivation including more than adequate categories. Conclusions of this study
(1) Learning attitudes contribute and a significant positive relationship to exposition
discourse writing skills, (2) learning motivation contributes and a significant positive
relationship to exposition discourse writing skills, and (3) reading habits and learning
motivation together contributes and has a significant relationship to the skills of writing
exposition discourse.

According to Pamela's (2001) research data on possible causes indicate students
are not motivated to write because of low self-confidence, lack of control over writing
assignments, insufficient amount of time to expand writing, lack of emphasis on

organizers, limited peer collaboration, and inadequate relevance to real life. The faculty
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reported a lack of student motivation in writing assignments that hindered writing
achievement. State data shows a decrease in the value of writing on the targeted site.

Student learning attitudes contribute to the success of students in writing
exposition essays. Students who are diligent, confident, and concerned with learning to
write exposition essays will try to write an exposition essay well. Students will try to
achieve their goals with positive actions. Thus, the results achieved in writing
exposition essays will be better. In addition to attitude learning factors, other factors that
influence student success in writing exposition essays are also determined by students'
learning motivation. Hermon and Dalim (2005); Hermon and Dalim (2006); Iskandar
(2009); Hermon (2015), argues that motivation to learn is the driving force of the
individual to carry out learning activities to increase knowledge and skills. Learning
motivation contained in students is the driving force to achieve success. Learning
motivation affects the process of taking individual decisions to determine the focus and
direction of student learning. Based on the description above, it is clear that learning
attitudes and motivations are factors that are assumed to contribute positively to
students' exposition writing skills. Student learning attitudes will determine the actions
students will take in learning activities. A positive attitude will provide high learning
motivation to students, and foster a desire to achieve success.

CONCLUSION

Based on the description of the data, it can be concluded that the ability to write
exposition text is largely determined by the attitude of learning and student learning
motivation. The overall learning attitude of the indicators includes the good category
and sufficient student learning motivation means that both indicators greatly determine
the ability to write students' exposition discourse in order to improve well because it is
influenced by both learning attitudes and learning motivation variables. Thus, learning
attitudes and learning motivation can be associated as determinants of the success of the

ability to write exposition discourses.
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